Economics 3335

The Economics of Gender

Spring 2008
Ms. Judy C. Bowman





Office Hours
Hankamer 109






MW 11:00 – 12:00; 2:00 – 3:30
710-6174






TR     9:30 – 12:30; 
Judy_Bowman@baylor.edu




F      11:00 – 12:00
You are welcome in my office.  Please come by to get acquainted, discuss current issues, or receive help with the course.

Texts:
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston Conference, Regional Review, See Blackboard

Blau, Ferber & Winkler, The Economics of Women, Men, and Work, 5th edition.

Goals
Our primary goals are to:

(1)
examine the differences in economic outcomes for women and men.

(2)
explore the reasons for these differences.

(3)
analyze the effects of relevant public policies.

(4)
engage in actively thinking through and discussing these issues and applying our course material to personal decision making.

Grade Determination

During the semester there will be two major exams and a comprehensive final exam.  All exams will be primarily essay questions covering the relevant material from both class lecture/discussion and text.  Absence from exams is permitted only for university business, serious illness, or other extenuating circumstances.  


Brief unannounced quizzes covering assigned reading will be given 10 times during the semester, with two quizzes being dropped at the end.  Each quiz will count five points.  Students absent from any quiz will receive a grade of zero unless the absence is a documented excused absence.  Students arriving late are likely to miss quizzes.

Each student is required to keep a journal of his/her reflections concerning the course material.  About one dated entry per week should be written.  Journals will be collected four times during the semester on an announced day, and the three entries since the previous collection date will be worth ten points total.  Writing quality will not be judged in journals.  Please use a lightweight paper cover for your journal; not a spiral notebook.

Each student is required to read an outside book from the course reading list.  Two book responses of 3-5 pages each are due at specified times, each response covering half of the book.  Each response should include a summary of half of book and a fuller examination of and personal response to one chosen concept.  Writing quality as well as content will be evaluated.  Be clear, concise, and grammatically correct.  A class presentation may take the place of one written response with the date to be arranged with me.  A short research paper could also substitute for one or both book responses.




The course grade will be determined as follows:

Examt I
100 points
Blau 1-3; Conference section 1; Fuchs and Sax excerpts

Exam II
100 points
Blau Chapters 4-7; Conference sections 2-3




Final Exam
150 points
Comprehensive



Quizzes
  40 points
  with emphasis on Blau 7-11 and conference sections 4-5

Journals
  40 points


Book Responses
100 points

Attendance Policy
Class participation, attendance, and promptness will determine grade judgements for borderline students.  Borderline students with two or fewer absences and tardies combined will be looked upon favorably.  

Note:  Neither food nor drinks may be brought into this classroom.  You are welcome to bring water.

Course Reading List
Most books are available in Moody library and also in the Baylor Bookstore.  A number may be borrowed from my office

Bergmann; In Defense of Affirmative Action; HF S549.5 A34 B47 1996.

Bianchi; Changing Rhythms of American Life; 2006
Blau (David), The Child Care Problem, 2001.

Cole & Guy-Sheftall; Gender Talk; 2003.
Conway, The Road From Coorain, 1989.

Crittenden, The Price of Motherhood, 2001.
DeParle, Jason; American Dream; 2005.
Deutsch, Francine M.; Halving It All; HQ 755.8 D489 1999.

Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed, 2001.
Evans, Gail; She Wins, You Win; 2003 (Supplemental reading is required.)

Featherstone, Liza; Selling Women Short; The Landmark Battle…at Wal-Mart; 2005
Fiorina, Carly; Tough Choices; 2006
Freedman, Estelle; No Turning Back; 2002.
Gauthier; The State and the Family; HQ 734.G34 1998.

Kennedy, Michelle; Without a Net; 2005 
Levine, James A.; Working Fathers:  New Strategies for Balancing.....  (copies available only in my office).

Nafisi, Azar; Reading Lolita in Tehran; 2003.
Neuman, ed.; True to Ourselves; HQ1412.T78 1998.

Polakow; Who Cares for Our Children? 2007
Roth; Selling Women Short:  Gender & Money on Wall Street; 2006.
Sandholtz; Beyond Juggling; 2002.
Sax; Why Gender Matters; 2005
Valian, Virginia; Why So Slow?  The Advancement of Women; HQ 1237 V35 1998.

Wilson; Closing Leadership Gap; 2004.
Tentative Class Schedule 2008
*Omit all appendices except for Blau Chapter 1 



Text Chapter to Read 
Date
Subject
in Preparation
Jan 
15
Women and men: economic well being


17
An economic perspective
Blau 1, appendix, & Fuchs pp 5-7
Jan.
22
The wage gap and occupational segregation
Fuchs pp 32-52 & Blau pp. 136-147

24
Biology or socialization?
Handout from Sax book
Jan.
29
Sexual revolution
Conference Section 1

31
Changing roles in history and/or suffrage
Blau 2
Feb.
  5
Externalities
Fuchs pp. 94-116 & JOURNAL

  7
Child-Centered policies
Fuchs pp. 133-138 & 145-152
Feb.
12
Division of labor between spouses
Blau 3 (Omit pp 63-65)
Feb.
14
How taxes promote traditional gender roles
Blau 3 and pp 340-347 & BOOK RESPONSE
Feb.
19
EXAM I

21
Labor force trends
Blau 4 (omit pp 96-115)
Feb.
26
Motherhood versus manhood
Blau 4 & Conference Section 2

 
28
Is the gender wage gap real?
Blau 5 pp. 147-157 & JOURNAL
Mar
  4
Do educational difference explain the wage gap?
Blau 6 (omit graphs 6.3 – 6.7)

  6
Do schools discriminate?  Should they discriminate?
Blau 6 & Handout
MAR. 10-14
SPRING BREAK

Mar 
18
Labor markets & evidence of discrimination
Blau 7 pp. 202-218 & Handout
Mar.
20
Labor markets & Models of discrimination
Blau 7 pp. 218-234
Mar
25
Countering gender stereotypes 
Conference Section 3


27
Policies to reduce discrimination
Blau 7 pp. 234-249 & JOURNAL

Apr
  1
EXAM II

  3
Recent labor market changes
Blau 8 (Omit pp. 267- mid 278)

Apr 
  8
Children and the changing family
Blau 9 (omit pp. mid 294 – mid 303)

10
Gender and competition
Conference Section 4 and Olsen Story
Apr
15
Poverty, gender, and policies
Blau 10 (Omit pp. 341-347) 

17
DIADELOSO
Apr
22
Family-friendly policies & the future
Conference section 5 & BOOK RESPONSE

24
Eco status of women worldwide
Blau 11 pp. 371-386 & JOURNAL
Apr
29
Comparison among rich nations
Blau 11 pp. 386-402
May
  1
Eco status of women in developing countries
Blau 11 pp. 403-417
May 
12 
FINAL EXAM (9:00 Monday)

